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Thank you for the work you have already done in your communities and for joining this year’s
cohort. We are honored to stand with you in this Lab, and we can’t wait for you to connect with the
dedicated, courageous, and powerful practitioners from across the country who will be your
partners in the months ahead.

When Common Justice first began working with survivors of violence and diverting cases more
than fifteen years ago, it was hard to imagine a gathering like this one: a national network of
leaders committed to advancing survivor-centered alternatives to incarceration for serious
violence. What began as a local experiment has grown into a powerful national network. Today,
despite the headwinds we face, our collective is stronger, more connected, and better positioned
than ever before to move this work forward.

The need for our collective work is undeniable. Measures to roll back advances in criminal legal
reform and to lock in mass incarceration for another generation are gaining traction. But across the
country, practitioners like you are demonstrating that another way is possible—that restorative
justice approaches not only reduce harm but also meet the needs of survivors and strengthen
communities. Together, we are proving that the hardest cases—the very ones long used to justify
mass incarceration—can instead be the ground on which we build safety, healing, and
accountability.

This Lab is part of that growing network. It is both a space to deepen your own practice and a place
to strengthen our collective movement. Over the coming year, we will:

Build the trust and relationships that will carry us through the challenges ahead.
Exchange lessons across jurisdictions so no one has to chart this path alone.
Design locally rooted intervention models for addressing serious violence that can endure
political pressures.
Strategize collectively to push this work forward in a moment when it is most urgently needed.

What we are building together is larger than any one program or jurisdiction. It is a national
ecosystem of practitioners committed to transforming responses to serious violence. By connecting
across geography, experience, and perspective, we are laying the groundwork for long-term
change—change that survivors deserve, that communities need, and that will endure through the
fierce political and economic tides of our times.

We look forward to all that we will do together in this Lab—and to the lasting impact of this growing
network.

Welcome to the Common Justice Practitioners Lab!‌Welcome to the Common Justice Practitioners Lab!‌

Danielle Sered 
Executive Director 

Stephan Thomas
Director of Partnerships & Replication 

RJ Maccani
Director of Training
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Amaia is the Executive Director of Decarcerate KC, an abolitionist
organization mobilizing community power in Kansas City around issues of
policing and incarceration. She has led statewide and local campaigns and
has been a key organizer and representative for Kansas City’s first-ever
Alternatives to Incarceration Commission. Through these efforts, she helped
establish Kansas City’s first pre-arrest diversion program, a multimillion-
dollar initiative aimed at providing response alternatives to police
intervention.  As a first-generation student, Amaia earned a B.A. from
Washington University in St. Louis and an M.T.S. from Harvard Divinity
School. 

Amaia
Cook

Decarcerate KC
Kansas City, MO

Anita Wadhwa is a native Houstonian, granddaughter of Punjabi refugees,
and lifelong learner. She is Executive Director and co-founder of Restorative
Houston, whose mission is to build a multigenerational network of RJ
practitioners in all Houston neighborhoods. A former classroom teacher and
restorative justice coordinator, she is co-author of The Little Book of Youth
Engagement in Restorative Justice. 

Anita
Wadhwa

Restorative Houston
 Houston, TX

C Fausto Cabrera is an artist and writer focused on transformative healing
and community accountability. A former keynote speaker at the Minnesota
Association for Children's Mental Health (MACMH) Conference, Cabrera
consults with the MN Youth Diversion Program, drawing on his experiences
navigating systemic challenges. His art has been showcased in the
Weisman Art Museum's "Seen" exhibit (2025), featuring his first ten
canvases post-release. Following publications in various literary magazines,
his cover art and personal essay appeared in The Washington Post
Magazine (November 19). Cabrera's prose, “The Parameters of Our Cage”, a
collaborative project with photographer Alec Soth, received reviews from
The Guardian and The New Yorker. In 2024, after serving 21 years, he was
selected for the inaugural Haymarket Writing Freedom Fellowship. 

C Fausto
Cabrera

Transformative Justice Alliance
Minneapolis, MN



Cindy Adcock is a post-conviction defense lawyer, an advocate for racial
and restorative justice, a writer, a social entrepreneur, and a former law
professor. She was raised in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains of
Northwest Georgia by her mother and maternal grandparents. Neither her
father nor her grandparents finished high school.  

From the time she was a child, Cindy followed an overpowering sense of
calling to help others. She earned a B.A. in Psychology and Religion from
Carson-Newman College, an M.Div. from Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, and a J.D. and a Master of Public Policy from Duke University.
Cindy zealously represented inmates on death row in North Carolina during
the State’s most active period of executions. After her third client was
executed, she and her client’s sister created the Capital Restorative Justice
Project, which brought together those impacted by murder and by
executions for 20 years. 

Simultaneously, Cindy built a career in legal education. Through teaching,
writing, and service, she demonstrated a commitment to the rule of law, to
access to justice for all, to therapeutic jurisprudence, to the power of
storytelling, and to the importance of community.  

Cindy retired from legal education in 2019 to focus on family and on criminal
justice reform in her hometown of Charlotte, NC. She is accomplishing the
latter as a co-founder of RedressNC and as a member of the Reimagining
America Project and Myers Park Baptist Church. 

Cindy
Adcock

Redress NC
Charlotte, NC

Daniel Malec is a white, cisgender man from Atlanta, Georgia. He currently
is Executive Director at Georgia Conflict Center (GCC) in Athens, Georgia. He
has grown up and now lives upon the unceded and sovereign Indigenous
territory of Muscogee-Creek, Cherokee, Chickasaw and Choctaw Peoples.
Daniel has a Master of Arts in Conflict Transformation from the Center for
Justice and Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University. Since beginning
to work with GCC in 2017, Daniel has supported the Clarke County School 

Daniel
Malec

Georgia Conflict Center
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​Danny Allen is a nationally-recognized leader in violence intervention with
over 20 years of experience leading and training community- and hospital-
based violence intervention teams in multiple cities, including Durham,
Baltimore, Chicago, and New Orleans. He currently serves as the Project
Director of Ubuntu Village NOLA Peace Ambassadors and is a recent
graduate of the University of Chicago’s Community Violence Intervention
Leadership Academy. Mr. Allen was critical in helping New Orleans adopt a
public health approach to reducing violence that relies on addressing root
causes while also offering mentoring, peer support groups, and conflict
mediation to stop cycles of retaliation.

Danny
Allen

Ubuntu Village NOLA
New Orleans, LA

Darius Crockett, born January 29, 1993, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, is a
dedicated member of the Baton Rouge Community Street Team and the
founder of Sincere Records. Raised on both sides of town — Eden Park and
Gardere — Darius discovered his passion for music early, using it as a tool
to express and heal. He is the visionary behind Cyphers on the Block, a
grassroots platform that brings young artists and the community together
through hip hop and healing. After losing multiple friends and family
members to gun violence, Darius committed his life to community work,
focusing on outreach, mentorship, and violence prevention. Since 2021, he
has traveled across the country to study Community Violence Intervention
(CVI) models and has been featured on various local media platforms for his
leadership. His mission is to bring peace, purpose, and power back to the
communities most affected by violence. 

Darius
Crockett

Baton Rouge Community Street Team
Baton Rouge, LA

District, Gwinnett County School District, individual schools and a range of
community partners with Restorative Practices implementation. He
oversees GCC’s Restorative Justice Diversion Program, which receives
diversion cases from the local District Attorney’s Office in order to facilitate
restorative conferencing as an alternative to prosecution and probation.
Prior to moving to Athens, Daniel served as Assistant Principal of
Restorative Practices at E.L. Haynes Public Charter High School in
Washington, D.C (2012-2016). He has worked for 20+ years in the areas of
youth development, youth violence prevention and intervention, conflict
transformation, trauma healing and awareness, restorative justice and
school administration.  



Ernest Johnson was born and raised in the historical community of Tremé,
New Orleans. He has experienced the racial injustices and discrimination
laws impacting the vulnerable population in Louisiana and nationally.
Johnson's work is rooted in the community, from the street corner body to
elected officials, with the same value for humanity for all. As the Director
and founder of Ubuntu Village NOLA, Ernest Johnson is diligent and
committed to the well-being of families and youth impacted by the juvenile
justice system, violence and mass incarceration. His passion and energy for
advocacy and volunteerism spans 15 years. In the face of poverty in
America, he understands that the root cause of criminalization is economic
injustice and the lack of basic social needs. He has a determination and a
desire to create a fair and just response to youth in trouble with the law by
focusing on the upsetting racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile justice
system and creating a ladder of economic justice for family stability. He is
the co-founder of Youth Justice Advocates in New Orleans, board member at
Justice 4 Families, the 2014 Beth Arnovits Gutsy Youth Justice Award
winner, the 2022 Avenue Activist of Year Award and Community Liaison
winner at Juvenile Justice Intervention Center, and 2024 Louisiana Center
for Children's Rights Pascal Calgero Justice Award winner. 

Ernest
Johnson

Ubuntu Village NOLA
New Orleans, LA

Felix Rosado is cofounder of Let's Circle Up, a restorative justice (RJ)
nonprofit and author of Justice from the Inside Up: A Restorative Justice
Education Facilitator's Manual (Living Justice Press 2024). In 2022, Felix
narrowly escaped death by incarceration via governor clemency after 27
years. While inside, he also cofounded the Coalition to Abolish Death By
Incarceration, earned a bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies from
Villanova University, and served in leadership with the Alternatives to
Violence Project and Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program. Today Felix
serves as Program Manager of Healing Futures, a youth RJ diversion
program with the Youth Art & Self-empowerment Project, teaches RJ at
Chestnut Hill College and Community College of Philadelphia, resides in
southwest Philly, and works tirelessly to build the world his daughter
Jubilee and all children deserve. 

Felix
Rosado

Let’s Circle Up
Philadelphia, PA



Admitted to the bar in 1981, Henderson Hill has long viewed the practice of
law as a ministry, dedicating his career to representing poor people and
advancing justice. He began as a public defender in Washington, D.C., later
representing men and women on death row, serving for 15 years with the
civil rights law firm Ferguson Stein Chambers, and leading national efforts
to end the death penalty.
 
 Henderson was the founding director of the 8th Amendment Project, which
coordinated philanthropies, litigators, social scientists, and advocates in a
national campaign to abolish capital punishment. He has also served as
senior counsel for the ACLU Capital Punishment Project.
His community service includes his current role as President of The
Sentencing Project (Washington, D.C.), founding director of the Charlotte
Coalition for Moratorium Now (2000–2011), board member of Supportive
Housing Communities (Charlotte), and member of the North Carolina
Governor’s Task Force for Racial Equity in Criminal Justice (2020–2024).
 
Raised in the Bronx and educated in public schools from grade school
through Lehman College (CUNY), Henderson earned his law degree from
Harvard Law School in 1981. He has served as adjunct faculty teaching trial
advocacy and lecturing widely on capital punishment, criminal law, and
indigent defense at UNC-Chapel Hill, Duke, Harvard, and numerous
professional associations.
 
Henderson has long admired the transformative response to violent crime
developed by Common Justice, and for nearly a decade has worked to
create opportunities to put those principles into practice in North Carolina.

Henderson
Hill

Redress NC
Charlotte, NC

Jesus Pizarro is a dedicated Restorative Justice Coordinator at Legendary
Legacies, where he facilitates healing-centered dialogues across schools,
workplaces, and communities. His life’s purpose is to help people recognize
each other’s humanity, even in the aftermath of conflict, harm, or pain. 
Born and raised in Puerto Rico, Jesus’s journey has been marked by
profound transformation. He spent 20 years incarcerated in the
Massachusetts state prison system, a time that challenged him to confront
 

Jesus
Pizarro

Legendary Legacies
Worcester, MA



his past, take responsibility, and chart a new path forward. During his
incarceration, Jesus discovered the power of restorative practices through
programs like the Victim Offender Education Group (VOEG) and the
Restorative Justice Reading Group. He went on to co-facilitate the state’s
first Spanish-language Restorative Justice Circle within a correctional
facility, a groundbreaking effort that deepened his commitment to truth,
accountability, and healing. 

Today, Jesus brings that commitment to his work with youth and adults
across Worcester. Whether supporting students in crisis, mediating conflict
among colleagues, or facilitating peace circles between rival groups, he
creates spaces where trust can grow, stories can be heard, and
transformation can begin. His approach is rooted in the belief that true
accountability goes beyond punishment. It requires courage, empathy, and
the willingness to repair harm. 

Outside of his professional work, Jesus is passionate about mentoring
young people and advocating for second chances. His story is a testament to
the resilience of the human spirit and the possibility of redemption. He
remains committed to planting seeds of hope and change wherever he goes. 

Katie Owens-Murphy is a professor of English at the University of North
Alabama, where she also directs the Restorative Justice Lab, a college-in-
prison program that offers a certificate in restorative justice at the largest
men’s facility in Alabama. She also holds a MS in Restorative Practices from
the International Institute for Restorative Practices and serves on the
steering committee for the Southern Higher Education in Prison Collective.
Her work explores intersections of narrative theory, criminology, and
restorative justice in seeking to shift narratives about crime, harm, repair,
and community safety. 

Katie
Owens-Murphy

Restorative Justice Lab
Alabama



Kwaku Owusu is a passionate restorative justice practitioner in Philadelphia,
paving the way for change for youth of color in the city. After graduating
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2020 he, and two of his close friends,
co-founded Collective Climb — an organization that uses Restorative
Practices to promote Black Joy, Security, and Freedom for community
members in Philadelphia. He primarily focuses this work on young Black
teens and men through the Restorative Community Project and Restorative
Justice Diversion, both of which use art as a tool for processing the
conditions which lead to maladaptive behavior in his community. These
programs have helped over a dozen youth in the past year avoid the
criminal justice system and return to communities that will support their
growth. In his free time, he is a part of many creative spaces, loving to
share his passion for music and food across his city. 

Kwaku
Owusu

Collective Climb
Philadelphia, PA

LJ brings a deeply personal and transformative approach to restorative
justice, grounded in the belief that healing, accountability, and community
restoration can break cycles of harm. LJ works to create spaces where
individuals and communities can confront harm, deconstruct oppressive
systems, and engage in meaningful repair. Their work is rooted in a lifelong
commitment to acknowledging harm and inviting transformative repair
personally and professionally. 

A key aspect of LJ's practice is taking a transparent and explorative look of
the colonial and carceral systems that perpetuate injustice. With a strong
commitment to dismantling these structures, LJ works to reimagine justice
beyond punishment and retribution, focusing instead on healing, personal
and collective accountability, and long-term social change. LJ strives to
create opportunities for individuals to address their actions in ways that
center compassion, equity, and a commitment to breaking cycles of
violence. LJ enjoys being outside, appreciating the natural beauty of the
region and using it as a backdrop for reflection and rejuvenation. 

LJ
Hernandez

Restorative Roots Project
Portland, OR



Maurice Anderson is a Research Assistant at Metro State University and a
core team member of the Transformative Justice Alliance. With lived
experience and a deep commitment to community development, he works to
advance justice reform and build empowered, resilient communities. Based
in Oakdale, Minnesota, Maurice is a passionate advocate, researcher, and
community builder.

After spending 17 years incarcerated, he transformed his experience into a
powerful commitment to social change. He holds a B.A. in Individualized
Studies with a focus on Community Development and is currently pursuing
his Master’s degree in Political Advocacy and Nonprofit Leadership. For the
past two years, Maurice has served as a dedicated core team member of the
Transformative Justice Alliance, where he promotes equity, healing, and
systemic change.

His upbringing in a poverty-stricken Chicago neighborhood shaped by cycles
of violence and disconnection fuels his drive to break generational patterns
and invest in the restoration of communities. A proud father of three, he
brings not only academic knowledge but also lived experience and deep
empathy to this work. His passion lies in building thriving communities
rooted in dignity, opportunity, and justice. Prison served as the catalyst for
his transformation, helping him find purpose, discipline, and a vision for the
future.

Maurice
Anderson

Transformative Justice Alliance
Minneapolis, MN

Mckayla Warwick is a restorative justice practitioner based in Philadelphia –
a city that has nourished her spirit for the last 8 years. To express her
gratitude for all that Philadelphia has given her, she co-founded Collective
Climb, a Black-feminist organization that empowers youth, especially BIPOC
girls and femmes, and communities in healing from interpersonal and
intergenerational harm through art and restorative processes. And
truthfully, this work is healing her too. Beyond her work, she is a lover of
old school R&B, warm yoga studios, aimless walks in any season at any time
of day, and warm bowls of stew. 

Mckayla
Warwick

Collective Climb
 Philadelphia, PA



Mikhayla Robinson Smith is a poet, author, and restorative justice
practitioner. She is an Augusta native, who planted deep roots in Athens,
Georgia. She studied English at the University of Georgia. She was an
educator at Joy Village, a local school aimed at creating joy through
learning for Black children, as well as a public school teacher at Whit Davis
Elementary. Her love for poetry and community has driven her desire to
make poetic literature more accessible to the people of Athens. She is a
community organizer, activist, and Athens’ first Black woman Poet Laureate.
She also serves as the Georgia Conflict Center’s Senior Program
Coordinator, bringing restorative justice to schools, businesses, and the
greater Athens community. She stands on the shoulders, and in a deep
rooted tradition, of Black women poets that come before her. She especially
leans on Audre Lorde’s words: "Poetry is not a luxury."  

Mikhayla
Robinson Smith

Georgia Conflict Center
Athens, GA

Nikesha Tilton, commonly referred to as “The Circle Lady,” is a nationally
recognized strategist, trainer, and restorative justice leader who helps
communities and institutions navigate conflict, crisis, culture, and change.
With over two decades of military leadership and a deep understanding of
trauma, Nikesha brings a unique blend of discipline, empathy, and clarity to
the spaces she enters. 

Her work is rooted in the belief that healing and accountability are not
mutually exclusive; both must be present for real change to occur. Through
transformative facilitation, leadership coaching, and high-conflict mediation,
Nikesha helps people move beyond performative dialogue and into the hard,
liberating work of truth-telling and repair. She specializes in equipping
schools, justice systems, and community-based organizations with the tools
to navigate trauma and shift from reactive discipline to restorative culture. 

Nikesha is the architect of Alabama PeaceLINK, a coordinated effort to build
collaborative infrastructure for community violence intervention. She also
develops and delivers certification programs, retreats, and policy-informed 
frameworks that support long-term systems of accountability and
sustainable cultural change. Her work is grounded in data, informed by

Nikesha
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Heartwerx
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Pateisha Royal (she/her) is a community organizer, coalition lead with
Decarcerate KC, and a healing justice practitioner committed to ending
carceral harm and building pathways of growth for directly impacted
individuals. Rooted in personal experience with incarceration, systemic
oppression, and surviving domestic and sexual abuse, she brings a deeply
personal understanding of both harm and healing to her work. 

Raised in conditions of scarcity and structural violence, Pateisha has
transformed her lived experience into a powerful force for community
change. At Decarcerate KC, she leads coalitions focused on policy reform,
community organizing, and dismantling systems of punishment. Her
advocacy spans fighting against voter disenfranchisement, supporting
survivors of violence, and ensuring the leadership of directly impacted
people in the movement for justice. 

In addition to her organizing, Pateisha is a youth and fitness practitioner
who incorporates energy work and somatic healing into her practice. She
creates trauma-informed spaces that help individuals reconnect to their
bodies, heal from harm, and reclaim agency through movement and
mindfulness. 

At the heart of her work is the belief that true justice centers care,
accountability, and collective liberation. Through the Common Justice
Practitioners Lab, Pateisha looks forward to deepening her practice,
learning alongside fellow leaders, and advancing community-rooted
approaches to healing and transformation. 

Pateisha
Royal

Decarcerate KC
Kansas City, MO

lived experience, and shaped by a trauma-responsive lens that centers both
survivors and system-impacted individuals. 

Whether she’s training circle keepers, facilitating survivor-centered
dialogue, or guiding executive teams through high-stakes crises, Nikesha
brings people back to what matters: relationship, responsibility, and
restoration. She is known for creating spaces where honesty becomes
healing, and where transformation is not just possible, but expected. 



Ron Waddell is the founder and CEO of Legendary Legacies Inc., a
Worcester-based nonprofit focused on violence interruption, life coaching,
and workforce development for justice-involved and high-risk young adults.
Under his leadership, the organization has grown from a modest startup
into a seven-figure nonprofit with a team of ten. Legendary Legacies
partners with the Worcester Police Department, Worcester County House of
Correction, and the Massachusetts Department of Correction to support
participants at critical points of intervention and reentry. 

Ron is a certified transformational life coach, Gang Specialist, Certified
Youth Mental Health Specialist, and Recovery Coach. He also holds a
certificate in Nonprofit Management and Leadership from Boston University.
His work integrates neuroscience, emotional intelligence, and conflict
resolution, with a focus on helping individuals rewire antisocial thinking into
prosocial decision-making. 

He has been recognized with numerous honors, including Worcester’s
Power 50 (2022), 40 Under 40 (2021), the Black Excellence on the Hill award
from the Massachusetts State House (2020), and the Key to the City of
Worcester (2019). 

Beyond his professional work, Ron is the proud father of two sons, Joshua
and Isaiah, with whom he co-owns a small business, The Lemonade Bros
LLC. Their venture teaches entrepreneurship and community engagement
from an early age, reinforcing the values of legacy, leadership, and family.
Through Legendary Legacies and his coaching firm, Auxano Leadership
Group, Ron remains committed to building stronger individuals, families,
and communities.

Ron
Waddell

Legendary Legacies
Worcester, MA

Saetia Anais (they/she) is an abolitionist, a social worker, and a community
organizer hailing from the Bay Area of California. They moved to Portland in
2014 where they eventually found their way to domestic violence and sexual
assault advocacy work. As a survivor of interpersonal harm themselves,
they quickly took to the work and eventually returned to school for their
Bachelor’s in Gender Studies and Master’s in Social Work. They’ve since 
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(He/They) This liberation warrior is a community educator and performing
artist from Portland, Oregon. Convicted as a teenager, and sentenced to 7.5
years in the Oregon Youth Authority, Stephen used his time to educate and
expand his understanding of self-worth, potential, healing, and purpose
using art forms and the practice of Restorative Justice. Since release,
Stephen has given wisdom to many community forums and served on 
statewide initiatives leading to his pardon by the Governor of Oregon for his
outstanding community work. Stephen is still committed to educating
organizations, school districts, community members, teachers, parents, and
students about the radical practice of Restorative Justice for collective
liberation. Stephen is a Consultant, Equity Informed Mediator, Race Talks
Facilitator, Owner of Be The Solution LLC, and the Executive Director of the
Restorative Roots Project. 

Stephen
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Restorative Roots Project
Portland, OR

worked with survivors of harm inside Oregon’s only “women's” prison, have
developed policy recommendations for the Oregon Governor's office on
improving support for survivors of interpersonal violence who are
incarcerated, and successfully organized a union for workers of a leading
LGBTQ+ crisis line. They are driven by finding non-punitive ways to address
harm that not only heals community trauma but transforms systems to
minimize the impacts of future harm.  

Taryn Young is a graduate of Loyola University New Orleans studying
Psychology and Criminology & Justice with a passion for expanding
discussions on the legal and health systems mistreatment of marginalized
communities. She has worked in the nonprofit sector in the city of New
Orleans since the pandemic, lending her media and communication skills to
working within organization who have dedicated their lives to advocating for
community safety and survivor advocacy; including her positions as a
Communication Specialist at Anna’s Place NOLA and her Capacity Building
Fellowship with Equal Justice USA. She is now the Community Engagement
Coordinator with Ubuntu Village NOLA tackling youth advocacy and
outreach and the importance of decriminalizing black and brown kids,
ensuring that they are able to thrive in safe and healthy communities of
opportunity. 

Taryn
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Ubuntu Village NOLA
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Tisha Wilson is a lifelong educator, juvenile justice advocate, restorative
justice practitioner and co-founder of Fusion Houston, a nonprofit focusing
on the empowerment and education of the entire family unit. She holds a
Bachelor's Degree in Psychology focusing on child development and a
Master's Degree in Instructional Leadership. She is a co-founder of
Restorative Houston. 

Tisha
Wilson

Restorative Houston
Houston, TX

Victoria was born and raised in west Philadelphia. She has always had a
passion for helping others with dreams of becoming a therapist. She started
her education at Community College of Philadelphia majoring in Psychology.
Victoria transferred to Chestnut Hill College in 2022 where she majored in
Psychology and minored in Criminal Justice. She received her Bachelor’s
from Chestnut Hill College in May 2025. While studying at Chestnut Hill
College, Victoria began working as a Registered Behavior Technician
working with young children diagnosed with autism. She’s been working in
this position for 2 years and recently received a promotion as Lead
Registered Behavior Technician. Victoria has always believed in the power
of community and uplifting others. She believes restorative justice is
imperative to bringing power back into the community and bringing
humanity into our current system. 

Victoria
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Let’s Circle Up
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Yawanna Fillmore was born in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on September
2,1978. She has been happily married to her high school sweetheart for 20
years and is a proud mother of four children and grandmother of two. In
December 2023 Yawanna’s life was forever changed when her 20 year old
son was tragically murdered. The heartbreaking loss opened her eyes to the
urgent need for strong community support systems and programs for
families affected by violence. Determined to turn her pain into purpose, she
committed her life to outreach, mentorship, and community violence 

Yawanna
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prevention (CVI). Yawanna is an active member of the Baton Rouge
Community Street Team and works closely with C.H.A.N.G.E (Communities
Healing and Nurturing Growth through Edification) and Mothers and
Families Against Violence. Through these organization, she has had the
opportunity to advocate for peace and healing, including traveling to the
White House in 2024 to raise awareness about violence prevention. Her
mission is to bring awareness, promote peace, and help bridge the gap
between communities most affected by gun violence. Guided by the belief
that you must “be the change you want to see”, Yawanna is dedicated to
creating safer, stronger, and more united communities.






